The Breakfast Club Film Study


Name_______________________                                                                                               

Take notes on each of the characters as you watch the film. These notes will serve as pre-writing for your response paper.
The Breakfast Club – Character Chart

	Character
	Actor/ Actress
	Stereotype
	Reason for Detention
	Relationship with Parents
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Brian Johnson
	Anthony Michael Hall
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Andrew Clark
	Emilio Estevez
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John Bender
	Judd Nelson
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Claire Standish
	Molly Ringwald
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Allison Reynolds
	Ally Sheedy
	
	
	










    Name_______________________   
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 The Breakfast Club Film Study
The Breakfast Club is a 1985 American coming of age comedy-drama film written and directed by John Hughes and starring Emilio Estevez, Anthony Michael Hall, Judd Nelson, Molly Ringwald, and Ally Sheedy. The storyline follows five teenagers (each a member of a different high school clique) as they spend a Saturday in detention together and come to realize that they are all deeper than their respective stereotypes.

Critically, it is considered to be one of the greatest high school films of all time, as well as one of Hughes' most memorable and recognizable works. The media referred to the film's five stars as members of a group called the “Brat Pack.”

The Breakfast Club is known as the “quintessential 1980s film.” In 2008, it was ranked #369 by Empire magazine of their The 500 Greatest Movies of All Time list. Similarly, The New York Times placed the film on its Best 1000 Movies Ever list. The film was ranked number 1 on Entertainment Weekly's list of the 50 Best High School Movies.

As you watch the film, consider the following questions:

1. Why is this film the “quintessential 1980s film”?  What 80s elements (trends, fashions, slang) do you notice?
2. Why is this film the iconic American high school film?  What about it has made it span the test of time?
3. The music for the film was also very popular, with the song “Don’t You (Forget About Me)” by the band Simple Minds reaching #1 on the Billboard Chart in 1985.  Why do you think the music, or the song itself, became so popular?
4.  What does the film say about identity?
