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 ICONS
You can quote them in an instant, reference them with just one name, and even dress up like them for Halloween. In this always-expanding pop culture of ours, there are plenty of stars, but precious few icons. 


What makes an “Icon?” It’s not enough to just be famous or to have won a couple of awards. You have to pass one or more of the following criteria: 

· Do they pass the one-name test?

· Can you dress up as them for Halloween?

· Did they blaze a trail in pop culture?

· Did they create a signature character in pop culture?

· Can you quote them, or their character, in 10 seconds or less? 

· Did society imitate their sense of fashion? Hairstyle?

· Did “SNL” create a sketch satirizing them?

· Did someone write a song about them?

· Was or is there merchandising or paraphernalia that bears their image?

--VH1.com

____________________________________________________________________

Task:

Using the above questions as criteria, make a list of as many pop culture icons that you can.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Your Own Cultural Icons
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This semester, we have been discussing the role of high and low (pop) culture in shaping the human experience. We all have unique relationships and reactions to the culture in which we live. Take a few moments to think about the way culture has affected your life and identity. Which elements of culture do you enjoy the most? What do you like about them? Consider both high culture (literature, classical music, art, history, etc.) and low/popular culture (television, film, celebrities, music, popular fiction, comics, the internet, advertising, etc.)

Choose Your Own Cultural Icons - Journal Assignment:

With which cultural icons do you most identify? Choose one icon from high culture and one icon from pop culture (real or fictional). In a well-written journal entry, discuss why these items/people/characters are your Cultural Icons. Use specific examples to describe why you identify with them and how they have affected your life and/or identity. Feel free to include visuals.

Your journal must be 1-2 pages typed, double-spaced and submitted to turnitin.com. Use the chart below to brainstorm.
	My Pop Culture Icons
	My High Culture Icons

	
	


Name:________________________________
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