
 

Glossary of Usage – Group 1   Grade 10 Fall 
 

capital  refers to the place of government or to wealth 

capitol  refers to the building which houses the state or national legislatures 

 

  Paris is the capital of France. 

  It takes substantial capital to open a business. 

  Congress convenes in the Capitol in Washington, D.C. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

conscience refers to the ability to recognize the difference between right  and wrong 

conscious means aware 

 

  The attorney claimed that the criminal lacked a conscience. 

  He was conscious that his actions would have serious consequences. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

farther  is used to express distance 

further  is used to express time or degree 

 

  John ran farther than Miguel. 

  “Let’s not discuss this any further,” said Rose. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

fewer  is used to refer to items that can be counted 

less  is used to refer to something viewed as a mass, not as a series of individual items 

 

  I made fewer repairs on the new car than on the old one. 

  After the scandal, the company enjoyed less prestige that it had previously. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

former  means the first of two 

latter  means the second of two 

 

  The former half of the story was in prose. 

  The latter half of the story was in poetry. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

good  is an adjective; it is often used informally as an adverb, but the correct word is well 

   

  She is a good singer. 

  She sings well. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

hanged  is used in reference to a person 

Name: ________________________ 
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hung  is used in reference to a thing 

 

  The prisoner was hanged in the town square. 

  The drapes were hung unevenly. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

have got is incorrect usage; got should be omitted 

 

  I have an umbrella. 

  NOT: I have got an umbrella. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

healthful is used to express whatever gives health 

healthy  is used to express whatever has health 

 

  He follows a healthful diet. 

  He is a healthy person. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

if   introduces a condition 

whether introduces a choice 

 

  I shall go to Greece if I win the prize. 

  He asked me whether I intended to go to Greece. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

if it was implies that something might have been true in the past 

if it were implies doubt or indicates something that is contrary to fact 

 

  If your book was there last night, it is there now. 

  If it were summer now, we would all go swimming. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

imply  means to suggest or hint at (the speaker implies) 

infer  means to deduce or conclude (the listener infers) 

 

  Are you implying that I have disobeyed orders? 

  From your carefree tone, what else are we to infer? 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

in back of means behind 

in the back of (or at the back of) means in the rear of 

 

  The shovel is in back of (behind) the barn. 

  John is sitting in the back of the theatre. 



 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

irregardless is an incorrect form of regardless 

 

  I’ll be your friend regardless of what people say about you. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

is when  is sometimes used informally, but in formal usage, occurs when is correct 

is where is sometimes used informally, but in formal usage, a place where is correct 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

kind of and sort of are informal expressions that should be rephrased in formal writing—for  

instance, somewhat or rather are preferable 

 

  I am rather sorry he retired. 

  He was somewhat late for the meeting.   

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

kid is used informally to mean child (noun) or to make fun of (verb), but it is incorrect in 

formal usage 

 

  My cousin is a very sweet child. 

  They always laugh when you make fun of me. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

least  means the smallest in degree or lowest rank 

less  means the smaller or lower of two 

 

  This is the least desirable of all the apartments we have seen. 

  This apartment is less spacious that the one we saw yesterday. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

leave  means to go away from (a verb is NOT used with leave) 

let  means to permit (a verb IS used with let) 

 

  Leave this house at once. 

  Let me remain in peace in my own house. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

lend   is a verb meaning to give to 

loan  is a noun denoting what is given 

borrow  means to take from 

 

  The bank was willing to lend him $500. 



  He was granted a loan of $500. 

  I’d like to borrow your electric drill for an hour. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

liable  means responsible according to the law 

likely  suggests probable behavior 

 

  If he falls down the stairs, we may be liable for damages. 

  A cat, if annoyed, is likely to scratch. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

libel  is a written and published statement injurious to a person’s character 

slander  is a spoken statement of the same sort 

 

  The unsubstantiated negative comments about me in your book constitute libel. 

  When you say those vicious things about me, you are committing slander. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

many  refers to a number 

much  refers to a quantity or amount 

 

  How many inches of rain fell last night? 

  Much rain fell last night. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

may of  is an incorrect form of may have 

might of is an incorrect form of might have 

 

  He may have been there, but I didn’t see him. 

  I might have gone to the party if I hadn’t been ill. 

 

  --NOTE: contractions of these terms are not acceptable in formal usage! 

 

 



English 10 Fall 1                                         Practice Drill 

 

Place a check (√) in the space provided if the sentence is correct in formal writing; if there is an 

error in usage, write the correct form.  

 

1. She asked him if he wanted to have lunch with her or her sister.  ______________ 

2. There are less details to worry about in this project.  ______________ 

3. I hung the heavy picture in the living room.  ______________ 

4. His girlfriend only eats healthy foods.  ______________ 

5. Morris received an A+ and a C- on his papers.  The latter was an excellent grade.  

______________ 

6. He ran good at the track meet.  ______________ 

7. I have got your phone number in my book.  ______________ 

8. I’m not certain, but she might of said she was going to Wal-Mart.  ____________ 

9. Your remark leads me to imply that you are dissatisfied.  ______________ 

10. Remember that she is less fortunate than you are.  ______________ 

11. How much pounds has Bertha lost so far?  ______________ 

12. The swimming pool is in the back of those trees.  ______________ 

13. Bill said such terrible things about Kara that she is suing him for libel.  ________ 

14. “I intend to enroll my kid in the nursery school,” the father wrote.  ____________ 

15. “Please let me be alone,” Susannah exclaimed.  ______________ 

16. She is always late for work, irregardless of how early she wakes up in the morning.  

______________ 

17. Ralph will loan you money for the taxicab.  ______________ 

18. Lucy is not likely to be ready yet; she takes forever washing her hair.  _________ 

19. The most exciting part of the film is when he kills the dragon.  ______________ 

20. I am going to protest in the capital city in order to clear my conscious. ______________ 

 


