Name: _________________________
							English 10H

Quarter 1-2 Independent Reading Project—Essay

As you know, the first quarter theme for 10th grade is IDENTITY.  We have talked at length about how one’s identity is formed.  Our second quarter theme is PERSPECTIVES.  Many of you read books that dealt with how one’s perspective is shaped by his or her experiences and environment.

Once you finish your book, you will be writing an essay based on it.  Your essay will be on one of the following topics.


1. EXPERIENCE
As we grow older, we face more and more life-altering experiences.  These experiences, whether they be positive or negative, shape and change our lives.  Choose a character from the book you read and explain one life-altering experience s/he undergoes.  Your essay should explain both the experience and its effects upon the character.


2. INFLUENCE
We are all influenced by the people around us.  Parents, siblings, friends, and neighbors all contribute to the formation of our identities.  Choose a character from your book and explain how that character is particularly influenced or affected by another character.  Your essay should give specific examples of how and why one character affects the other.


3. CHANGE
As we grow older, our identities continue to grow and change.  Choose a character from the book you read and explain how the character changes throughout the novel.  Your essay should explain how and why the character changes.


Pre-writing notes:
On the back of this sheet, or on a separate sheet of paper, brainstorm ideas for your essay.  You may use any form you wish (web, diagram, notes, etc.).  Consider what arguments you would make to support each topic, and collect quotes from your book to use in your essay.  (You will be required to use at least three quotes… Be sure to note page numbers!) 


Bring your notes to class on: ______________________________.
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