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	Poetry Term
	Definition
	Example

	alliteration


	repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words
	Susie sings soulful songs

	allusion


	reference to a famous person, place, or thing
	describing someone as a “Romeo” makes an allusion to William Shakespeare's famous young lover in Romeo and Juliet

	apostrophe


	a figure of speech in which the speaker speaks directly to a person, idea, or object that is not present
	“Dear March—come in—”

             --Emily Dickinson

“Pride, thou wicked fool…”

“O God… I dreamed that you were dead…”  --Amy Levy



	blank verse


	verse comprised of unrhymed iambic pentameter
	Most lines of Shakespearean plays

	colloquialism
	A word, phrase, or form of pronunciation that is acceptable in casual conversation but not in formal, written communication (less unacceptable than slang, which can include swear words)
	“gonna”

“ain’t”

“What’s up?”

“How’s it going?”

	connotation


	set of associations that a word calls to mind (as opposed to denotation)


	Both “used” and “pre-owned” mean the same thing, but “pre-owned” has a more positive connotation

	couplet


	a pair of consecutive rhyming lines, usually of the same rhythmical pattern
	“For never was a story of more woe/ Than this of Juliet and her Romeo.”

	denotation


	dictionary definition or literal meaning

(see connotation)
	“used” and “pre-owned” both have the same denotation 

	diction


	word choice
	Formal diction consists of a dignified, impersonal, and elevated use of language; Informal diction represents the plain language of everyday use, and often includes idiomatic expressions, slang, contractions, and many simple, common words


	Poetry Term
	Definition
	Example

	figurative language


	speech not meant to be taken literally
	similes and metaphors:

“He ran like a rabbit down the street”

	free verse


	 verse not written in a regular rhythmical pattern; no set rhythm


	poems by Ezra Pound, T. S. Eliot, Carl Sandburg, etc.

	hyperbole


	deliberate exaggeration or overstatement not meant to be taken literally
	I’m so hungry, I could eat a horse

	iambic pentameter


	iamb=metrical foot of one weak stress followed by one strong stress

iambic pentameter=five iambs
	“good PILgrim YOU do WRONG your HAND too MUCH” = 1 line of iambic pentamter



	idiom


	a phrase that cannot be understood by its literal meaning;  often a phrase common to a particular country or region


	“Cat got your tongue?”

“Hanging around”

	imagery


	description using one or more of the five senses
	“The Moon is red through horizon's fog;/ In a dancing mist the hazy meadow sleeps.”  --Paul Verlaine

	irony


	contradiction between what is stated and what is meant or by what one expects to happen and what actually happens


	“the art of losing isn’t hard to master…” – Elizabeth Bishop

a fire department burning down

	lyric poem


	poem that expresses feelings or observations rather than telling a story
	Shakespeare’s  sonnets, poems by Shelley, Dickinson, Wordsworth, Millay, etc.

	metaphor

--extended metaphor


	-comparison between two things in which one is spoken of as if it were something else

-a metaphor that extends 

throughout an entire work


	“But soft, what light through yonder window breaks?/ It is the east, and Juliet is the sun…”



	meter


	the rhythmical patter of a poem determined by stresses or beats
	iambic pentameter

	narrative poem


	poem that tells a story
	“Casey at the Bat” by Ernest Lawrence Thayer

	onomatopoeia
	use or words to imitate sounds
	Boom! 

Whoosh!

	Poetry Term
	Definition
	Example

	oxymoron


	 a figure of speech that puts together two opposing or contradictory ideas
	freezing fire



	paradox


	a statement that seems contradictory but actually presents a truth


	“We must wage war to achieve peace.” –anon.

“Ice is setting the world on fire.”  --Dorothy Donnelly



	personification


	a figure of speech in which a non-human thing is given human or life-like characteristics


	“Because I could not stop for Death — /He kindly stopped for me…”  --Emily Dickinson

	poetry


	a literary composition in verse, usually composed of deep feeling
	[anything in your poetry packet!]

	prose


	ordinary written language
	a novel, a newspaper article, 

an essay

	rhyme


	repetition of sounds at the end of words
	“Sarah Cynthia Sylvia Stout would not take the garbage out…”  --Shel Silverstein



	simile


	a comparison between two things using “like” or “as”
	a face like a book

	sonnet


	a fourteen-line lyric poem focused on a single theme.  Usually written in iambic pentameter


	“Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?”  by William Shakespeare

	speaker


	the voice or narrator of the poem
	the speaker of “The Road Not Taken” is someone who has done something unconventional in life

	stanza


	a group of lines in a poem considered as a unit
	“O Captain! My Captain!” by Walt Whitman is three stanzas long

	symbol


	the use of something to represent something else
	 crystal stair = easy life in “Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes

	theme
	central message
	The central theme of “The Road Not Taken” is that one should choose his own direction in life




Name: ______________________


English 10H/McMane








