Name:________________________________

English 12/McMane
Into the Wild

Vocabulary List #2
1. indolent: (adj) 

1.  Avoiding exertion; lazy; slothful

2. anachronistic: (adj) 
1. someone as existing or something as happening in other than
    chronological, proper, or historical order. 

2. out of its proper or chronological order, especially a person or practice  

    that belongs to an earlier time
3. ascetic (n) 

1. a person who dedicates his or her life to a pursuit of contemplative
    ideals and practices extreme self-denial or self-mortification for religious   

    reasons; (in the early Christian church) a monk; hermit.  
2. a person who leads an austerely simple life, esp. one who abstains from the 
    normal pleasures of life or denies himself or herself material satisfaction. 

     
       (adj)  

austere, strict or severe in lifestyle
4. histrionic (adj)

1. deliberately affected or self-consciously emotional; overly dramatic, in 




    behavior or speech. 
5. recondite (adj) 

little known; obscure
6. banality (n) 

something that is devoid of freshness or originality; something boring or cliché
7. paucity (n) 

1. smallness of quantity; scarcity; scantiness
      



2. smallness or insufficiency of number; fewness.

8. arcane (adj) 

known or understood by very few; mysterious; secret; obscure; esoteric
9. mercurial (adj) 

1. changeable; volatile; fickle; flighty; erratic  

2. animated; lively; sprightly; quick-witted

10. obsequious (adj) 
1. servilely compliant or deferential       
2. obedient; dutiful to a fault (brown-nosing)
11. sanctimonious (adj) 
1. making a hypocritical show of religious devotion, piety, righteousness, etc   
12. extemporaneous (adj)
1.done, spoken, performed, etc., without advance preparation; impromptu  

2. made for the occasion, as a shelter

13. lambaste (v)  

1. to beat or whip severely
2.  to reprimand or berate harshly; censure
14. castigate (v) 

1. to criticize or reprimand severely
2. to punish in order to correct

15. pellucid (adj) 

1. allowing the maximum passage of light, as glass; translucent
2. clear in meaning, expression, or style

16. demarcate (v) 

1. to determine or mark off the boundaries or limits of
2. to separate distinctly

17. emanate (v) 

1. to flow out, issue, or proceed, as from a source; come forth; originate.
         



2. to send forth; emit

18. recumbent (adj) 
1. lying down; reclining; leaning
2. inactive; idle

19. dearth (n) 

1. an inadequate supply; scarcity; lack
2. scarcity and dearness of food; famine
20. rueful (adj) 

1. causing sorrow or pity; pitiable
2. feeling, showing, or expressing sorrow or pity; mournful
21. bulwark (n) 

1. a wall of earth or other material built for defense
2. any protection against external danger, injury, or annoyance

22. onerous (adj) 

1. burdensome, oppressive, or troublesome; causing hardship
2. having or involving obligations or responsibilities, esp. legal ones, that 
    outweigh the advantages

23. rumination (n) 

the act of pondering; meditation
ruminate (v)

to ponder, mediate, or consider over a long period of time
24. munificent (adj) 

1. extremely liberal in giving; very generous
2. characterized by great generosity

       munificence (noun)
1. Generosity; good will
25. precarious (adj)

1. dependent on circumstances beyond one's control; uncertain; unstable
2. exposed to or involving danger; dangerous; perilous; risky
3. having insufficient, little, or no foundation

Sentence Completion

Please fill in the blanks with the correct word. (You may need to change the form of a word to fit the blank.)
1. Molly strives to be ___________ and does not submit herself to the typical “back to school” shopping spree that many teenagers partake in.

2. By the fifth time his parents surprised Jimmy with a new sweater, the ____________ of their gifts became apparent.

3. The essay written by the ancient philosopher is ______________, lacking readability.

4. Madonna acted rather  _____________when she wore a nun’s costume on Halloween.

5. Maureen ______________ her daughter’s back talk, hoping that it would eventually stop.

6. The writing style was ___________________; Anthony clearly understood the commentary that the author was making.

7. The __________________ mood of the teacher caused all students to be constantly on their toes.

8. The grandmother was in a(n) ___________________ position every time the children saw her for the past month; she was clearly not as active as she once was.

9. The camp counselor _______________the waterfall as the only area of the park as off-limits.

10. The man’s  __________________ position in the company made him fear losing his job.

11. The __________________ tent was put up as the storm was approaching.

12. The __________________ teenager did no work and did not hang out with any of her friends throughout the entire spring break.  
13. Ben became overly emotional during his ________________ speech.

14. The __________________ of food, caused the large family to go hungry quite often.

15. Alyssa ________________ school spirit as she ran through the stands cheering at every football game.

16. Jessica was _________________ by nature; she was singing before she could even talk.

17. This summer, Margaret traveled to a(n) ________________location just outside of Croatia.

18. The boss ____________________ his employee when he was late to work every day for a week.
19. The ________________ dog always followed his owner’s commands.

20. The philanthropist’s _____________________ was clearly apparent from his huge financial donations to the children’s hospital.

21. The dog’s ______________ expression made us pity him and the rest of the homeless pets.

22. Unwilling to be hurt again, Reginald erected an emotional ___________________ to guard against hurt feelings.

23. No one wanted to commit to the ________________ task of cleaning out the latrines.

24. Christopher McCandless spent a lot of time ____________________ over the meaning of life.

