Into the Wild Vocabulary #1
fu·tile adj. 1. Having no useful result. 2. Trifling and frivolous; idle. --fu·tile·ly adv. --fu·tile·ness/ fu·til·i·ty n.

a·mal·gam n. 1. A combination of diverse elements; a mixture.

con·tu·ma·cious adj. Obstinately disobedient or rebellious; insubordinate. --con·tu·ma·cious·ly adv. --con·tu·ma·cious·ness n.

e·nig·ma n. 1. One that is puzzling, ambiguous, or inexplicable. 2. A perplexing speech or text; a riddle.

mawk·ish adj. 1. Excessively and objectionably sentimental. 2. Sickening or insipid in taste. --mawk·ish·ly adv. --mawk·ish·ness n.

a·mi·a·ble adj. 1. Friendly and agreeable in disposition; good-natured and likable. 2. Cordial; sociable; congenial. --a·mi·a·bil·i·ty or a·mi·a·ble·ness n. --a·mi·a·bly adv.

al·tru·ism n. Unselfish concern for the welfare of others; selflessness. --al·tru·ist n. --al·tru·is·tic adj. --al·tru·is·ti·cal·ly adv.

tar·pau·lin n. 1. Material, such as waterproofed canvas, used to cover and protect things from moisture. 2. A sheet of this material.

e·mas·cu·late tr.v. e·mas·cu·lat·ed, e·mas·cu·lat·ing, e·mas·cu·lates. 1. To castrate. 2. To deprive of strength or vigor; weaken. --e·mas·cu·late  adj. Deprived of virility, strength, or vigor. --e·mas·cu·la·tion n. --e·mas·cu·la·tive or e·mas·cu·la·to·ry adj. 

aus·tere adj. aus·ter·er, aus·ter·est. 1. Severe or stern in disposition or appearance; somber and grave. 2. Strict or severe in discipline; ascetic. 3. Having no adornment or ornamentation; bare. --aus·tere·ly adv. --aus·tere·ness n.

pri·mor·di·al adj. 1. Being or happening first in sequence of time; original. 2. Primary or fundamental. 

i·tin·er·ant adj. 1. Traveling from place to place, especially to perform work or a duty. --i·tin·er·ant n. One who travels from place to place.

des·ic·cate v. des·ic·cat·ed, des·ic·cat·ing, des·ic·cates. --tr. 1. To dry out thoroughly. 2. To make dry, dull, or lifeless. --intr. 1. To become dry; dry out.  --des·ic·ca·tion n. --des·ic·ca·tive adj. --des·ic·ca·tor n.
sur·feit v. sur·feit·ed, sur·feit·ing, sur·feits. --tr. 1. To feed or supply to excess, satiety, or disgust. --sur·feit n. 1.a. Overindulgence in food or drink. b. The result of such overindulgence; satiety or disgust. 2. An excessive amount. --sur·feit·er n.

terse adj. ters·er, ters·est. Brief and to the point; effectively concise. --terse·ly adv. --terse·ness n.

coun·ter·cul·ture n. A culture, especially of young people, with values or lifestyles in opposition to those of the established culture. --coun·ter·cul·tur·al adj. --coun·ter·cul·tur·ist n.

i·de·al·ism n. 1. The act or practice of envisioning things in an ideal or perfect form. 2. Pursuit of one's ideals. 

at·a·vism n. 1. The reappearance of a characteristic in an organism after several generations of absence, usually caused by the chance recombination of genes. 2. An individual or a part that exhibits atavism. Also called throwback. 3. The return of a trait or recurrence of previous behavior after a period of absence. --at·a·vist n. --at·a·vis·tic adj. --at·a·vis·ti·cal·ly adv.
cryp·tic also cryp·ti·cal --adj. 1. Having hidden meaning; mystifying. 2. Secret or occult. 3. Using code or cipher. --cryp·ti·cal·ly adv. --cryp·tic·ness n.

ran·cor n. Bitter, long-lasting resentment; deep-seated ill will. --ran·cor·ous adj. --ran·cor·ous·ly adv. --ran·cor·ous·ness n.

wan·der·lust n. A very strong or irresistible impulse to travel.

con·viv·i·al adj. 1. Fond of feasting, drinking, and good company; sociable. 2. Merry; festive. --con·viv·i·al·i·ty (-²l“¹-t¶) n. --con·viv·i·al·ly adv.

a·nom·a·ly n., pl. a·nom·a·lies. 1. Deviation or departure from the normal or common order, form, or rule. 2. One that is peculiar, irregular, abnormal, or difficult to classify.. --a·nom·a·lis·tic or a·nom·a·lis·ti·cal adj. --a·nom·a·lis·ti·cal·ly adv.

re·cal·ci·trant adj. 1. Marked by stubborn resistance to and defiance of authority or guidance. --re·cal·ci·trant n. A recalcitrant person. --re·cal·ci·trance or re·cal·ci·tran·cy n.
au·ton·o·mous adj. 1. Not controlled by others or by outside forces; independent. 2. Independent in mind or judgment; self-directed. 3.a. Independent of the laws of another state or government; self-governing. b. Of or relating to a self-governing entity. c. Self-governing with respect to local or internal affairs. 4. Autonomic. --au·ton·o·mous·ly adv.

e·ma·ci·ate tr. & intr.v. e·ma·ci·at·ed, e·ma·ci·at·ing, e·ma·ci·ates. To make or become extremely thin, especially as a result of starvation. --e·ma·ci·a·tion n.

Into the Wild Vocabulary Exercise

Fill in the blanks using your vocabulary list.  NOTE: You may change the form of the word to fit the sentence.

1. It was __________________ to try to convince Ben that we had seen a UFO; he didn’t believe in aliens.

2. The __________________ between the two brothers stemmed from their bitter rivalry over the same girl.

3. The __________________ map was impossible to decipher, so we knew we would never find the lost treasure.

4. The 1960’s are known for the __________________ created by hippies in response to the conventional ways of the 1950’s.

5. The Irish are known for their __________________ nature.  This is why Saint Patrick’s Day is such a festive holiday.

6. To satisfy his __________________ , Charles hopped on a freight car and took off to California, one place he’d always dreamed of visiting.

7. The __________________ child refused to give in to his mother, and instead threw a terrible temper tantrum.

8. Linda’s __________________ note gave little detail about her plans; it only said that she was leaving home for good.

9. We were left with such a(n) __________________ of food after the party, that we decided to donate the extra to the homeless shelter.

10.  Although he is only 15, Jimmy yearns to be __________________ and free from his parents’ control.

11.  Stranded on a desert island, Martin soon became __________________ from lack of food or drink.

12.  The giant tower was created out of a(n) __________________ of different metals.

13. Despite his __________________ appearance, he was actually a fun-loving guy.

14. No one can explain how the ancient Egyptians built the pyramids so exactly without modern technology; it is truly a(n) __________________.

15.  When she found her old prom corsage tucked away in a drawer, the __________________ girl became teary-eyed, recalling the wonderful time she’d had.

16.  Though some people find Gwen unsociable, I think she is quite __________________.

17.  Mother Teresa’s __________________ and charitable deeds are known throughout the world.

18.  When we went camping, we used a(n) __________________ to cover our camping gear.

19. The __________________ farm workers traveled up and down the coast looking for work.

20. Bart felt __________________ when his mean boss reprimanded him in front of his colleagues.

21. Evolutionists believe that __________________ human beings descended from apes.

22.  The fresh vegetables became __________________ when we accidentally left them out in the sun.

23. A rose blooming in January would be a true __________________ in New York State.

Name: _____________________
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