
Creative Writing: Short Story Rough Draft Rubric

Your rough draft will be graded on effort -- meeting the requirements of the assignment, rather than on content and style.  Writing a short story is HARD, so you will be rewarded for your effort on your rough draft. The final draft will be graded on content and style. 
	Requirement
	Points
	Student’s Score
	Teacher’s Score 
and Comments

	Working title (may be changed later)


	5
	
	

	Minimum of 3 pages (no maximum length)


	10
	
	

	Include a setting


	5
	
	

	Include at least two characters


	10
	
	

	Contain at least one identifiable conflict


	10
	
	

	Be written in a consistent point (or alternating points) of view


	5
	
	

	Include some dialogue


	10
	
	

	*Follow a plot arc (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution)


	25
	
	

	Be typed double spaced, regular 12 pt font


	10
	
	

	Three copies – one for teacher, two for peer review

	10
	
	

	TOTAL
	100


	
	


*Note: This is usually where most people lose points.  Be sure you have considered this requirement!

Short Story Rough Drafts Assignment Sheet

Creative Writing 

Your short story will be due _________________.  You must bring THREE COPIES of your story to class.

Your story will be graded using the rubric on the back of this sheet.  Please read the rubric to make sure you have met all the story requirements. Self grade your story before you hand in your rough draft to the teacher.
Along with your rough draft, please submit three questions you want your peer reviewers to consider about your story.  (These should be written/typed at the end of the story.)  For example:

1. Is my character likable?  Why or why not?

2. Does the ending work?

3. Is the conflict clearly established?

4. Can you think of a better title?

5. Is the beginning grabbing enough?

6. Is the scene at the [fill-in-the-blank] believable?

7. Is the ending too rushed?

8. What do you think of [fill-in-the-blank]?

9. Should I give more detail in the scene where [fill-in-the-blank]?

10. Does my story have a clear theme/purpose?

PLEASE ATTACH THIS RUBRIC TO THE BACK OF THE COPY
YOU ARE HANDING IN TO THE TEACHER.

Name: _______________________








