The Mystery Genre Packet

Directions:  Use this packet while reading your mystery novel.  Fill it out as you read.  You will be responsible for handing this packet in when your novel is complete.

Title AND Author:

	


The Detective(s):

This is usually someone intellectually superior to the ordinary person who uses logic and keen observation to see what others do not.

	

	


The Setting:

This could be a closed society of some kind, like a train or an isolated house, so that the criminal must be one of the people already in the setting, not an outsider; the atmosphere is tense or frightening.

	Setting(s)
	Details (how is it scary)

	
	

	
	

	
	


The Crime:

What do you know about the crime under investigation so far?

	


The Victim(s):

	Victim
	Means of Death

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


The Suspects:

	Possible Suspect
	Means—how the suspect committed the crime
	Motive—suspect’s possible reason for committing the crime
	Opportunity—when the suspect could have committed the crime
	Red Herring OR 

Actual clues/

Foreshadowing

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


If your suspects become eliminated as your read put a line through that column and label it RED HERRING!  Sorry, you were duped and led down the wrong path by the author!

The Clues:

List the clues the author gives as you read each night.  Some will turn out to be false and mislead both you and the detective. If that’s the case you were again a victim of the author’s use of the RED HERRING!

	The possible clues
	Red Herring OR Actual Clues

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


The Capture:

How is the criminal finally caught or found out?
	


The Solution:

An explanation that brings all of the clues together

	


