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Headline Poetry

ELA 8


Headline Poetry
A headline poem is when you take phrases and words cut out of magazines and newspapers, and put them together to create a feeling, emotion, idea, or statement. Each of you will create and share a message through your own Headline poem. 

Your task:  Create a Headline Poem and write a journal response to discuss your decisions in creating your poem.  
In preparation for this, you need to bring the following to class:

· magazines to cut words and letters out of

· an envelope or Ziploc bag to hold your magazine clippings

· scissors

· glue sticks. 
You will use the letters and words you collect to complete your poem. It is important that you come to class prepared with your materials. 

Remember, your poem should also be attractive visually.  Play with font, color, and size to create emphasis and tone in your poem. Also, don’t be surprised if your draft changes as you collect words and letters. 
When you are done crafting your poem, you will attach a 1-page journal response answering the following questions:

1. 
What inspired you to write this poem? Be specific. 

2.
What was challenging about completing this assignment? What gave you a hard time? Writing the poem, finding, cutting, organizing, etc.? What made it a challenge?

3.
What did you enjoy about the assignment? Why?

4.
Do you like/are you happy with this poem? Is there anything you would have changed? 
Use the rubric on the following page to help you in crafting your poem and writing your journal response to assure that you receive top marks. 

Name: _______________________________

Headline Poem Rubric 

	
	5
	4
	3

	Preparation
	Student came to class, every day, with all materials necessary (scissors, magazines, envelope, and glue stick). Student had an abundant amount of words from various resources.  Writing process worksheet filled in accurately, and thoughtfully.
	Student came to class partially prepared, most of the days. There were some words cut out, but not enough to create a poem with.  Writing process worksheet filled in sparingly. May be phrases, not sentences, may contain empty boxes.
	Student did not come to class prepared.  Student may have brought in a magazine, but did not have words cut out or had to borrow words from someone else.  The writing process worksheet is missing or is not filled in correctly or thoughtfully.

	Theme

&

Meaning
	The poem unquestionably creates a feeling, idea, emotion, or statement about a particular topic/theme. It is clear that careful thought went into the idea, word choice, word placement, and the overall effect.  
	The poem creates a questionable feeling, idea, emotion, or statement. The message may not be clear to the reader. 
	The poem is a collection of words that does not clearly create a feeling, idea, emotion, or statement. Student may have misunderstood the assignment.  

	Classwork

& Timeliness
	Student worked cooperatively and conscientiously on the project throughout the entire period. Student handed the project in on time or early. Student aided the community of learners, or accepted additional responsibility.
	Student worked cooperatively throughout most of the period. Student may have been distracted.  Work may have been handed in on time or one day late.


	Student did not work well during the period. Student may have distracted others.  Time was spent talking to peers or walking around the room, rather than working diligently. Project may have been turned in late. 

	Word Requirement&

Presentation
	The project is at least 40 words.  The student loudly, and clearly presents their poem and paragraph to the class. Eye contact is effortless, body language is professional, and no verbal pauses are made.
	The project is between 30 and 39 words. The student’s voice/volume/clarity fluctuates as they present. Effort is made to achieve eye contact. Student may rock nervously at times, or have hands on waist and in pockets. A few verbal pauses are made.
	The project is less than 30 words. The poem can not be understood. The student stares at the board or down at their paper for the entire presentation making no eye contact. Student rocks constantly and may have hands in pockets the whole time. Verbal pauses are made.

	Headline Journal Entry
	Student answers all questions thoroughly and with voice. Sophisticated vocabulary and correct grammar used.
	Student answers all questions in complete sentences. Spelling and grammatical errors are limited.


	Student did not answer all of the questions. Multiple errors in grammar and spelling exist.


Total Score: ___________
NAME: __________________________
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Headline Poetry

A headline poem is when you take phrases and words cut out of magazines and newspapers, and put them together to create a feeling, emotion, idea, or statement. You  should cut out all sorts of words and phrases that appeal to you. You do this without thinking. Just looking and cutting. Read the poem below and then answer the questions that follow to get a better understanding of the process. 

I love LOVE, LIFE & Happiness

It’s an irresistible combination

Find your dream

But

Love is complicated

Do’s and Don’ts.

Obsessed

Been Scared

What does he really think?

How smart are you?

How far would you go?

ALERT!

Attack of the fantasy

Breaking-up, Bye bye

Dumped, Help!

Getting over him

Hey, it’s OK

You get confidence back

You discover the cure for love

Moving Forward

Be Selective and 

Find your perfect ETERNITY

Something you don’t notice 

Until it takes your breath away

Amor

I DID IT!

Be who you want to be.

Come out and express yourself.

Beauty begins in your heart 
with style that is 100% you!
Fashion has a domino effect.

Be comfortable in your own skin and B U.
Not all of us are NORMAL!
Sample Journal Entry for This Poem:
My life is what inspired me to write this poem. I was reading n article about a girl who dies at age 19 because of a serious illness. This made me realize that life is short and that you need to have fun while you can so you should “Be who you want to be” now. I started to get more ideas as I watched TV later that night. I was watching a commercial that said: “Dance like no one is watching.” That comment made me think about how some people might be self-conscious around other people. They may be nervous about what other people think. That’s why I chose: “Be comfortable in your own skin.” 

It was not challenging for me to find words, because I came up with the poem idea first so I knew what kind of words I was looking for. I would get excited when I turned a magazine page and saw a phrase that worked beautifully. I really like my poem and I feel that many people will be able to relate to it.

Based on the sample headline poem, what do you think is the author’s message?

	


What are some possible issues that you might want to make a statement about? Brainstorm below: 
	


What words do you think you will need for your poem? Brainstorm below:
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Directions:

It is very important that you cut out words, even if you don’t think you may need them.

You may wind up using parts of them. For example, you may not need the word CAPTAIN'S, but you can make several other words with it that you may be able to use. Try it. How many words can you make out of the word CAPTAIN'S? 
CAPTAIN'S
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


CAPTAINS 

CAPSTAN CAPTAIN CAPTANS CATNAPS CATNIPS PASTINA PATINAS PINATAS SATANIC TAIPANS 

ACTINS ANTICS CAPIAS CAPITA CAPTAN CASITA CATNAP CATNIP NASTIC PAINTS PAISAN PANICS PATINA PATINS PINATA PINTAS PTISAN SANCTA TAIPAN 

ACTIN ANTAS ANTIC ANTIS APIAN ASPIC ATAPS CAINS CANST CANTS INAPT NIPAS PACAS PACTS PAINS PAINT PAISA PANIC PANTS PASTA PATIN PIANS PICAS PINAS PINTA PINTS PITAS SAINT SATIN SCANT SPAIT SPICA STAIN TAINS TAPAS TAPIS 

ACTA ACTS AINS AITS ANAS ANIS ANSA ANTA ANTI ANTS ASCI ATAP CAIN CANS CANT CAPS CASA CAST CATS CIST NAPS NIPA NIPS NITS PACA PACS PACT PAIN PANS PANT PAST PATS PIAN PIAS PICA PICS PINA PINS PINT PITA PITS SAIN SATI SCAN SCAT SNAP SNIP SNIT SPAN SPAT SPIN SPIT TAIN TANS TAPA TAPS TICS TINS TIPS 

AAS ACT AIN AIS AIT ANA ANI ANT APT ASP CAN CAP CAT CIS INS ITS NAP NIP NIT PAC PAN PAS PAT PIA PIC PIN PIS PIT PSI SAC SAP SAT SIC SIN SIP SIT SPA TAN TAP TAS TIC TIN TIP TIS 

AA AI AN AS AT IN IS IT NA PA PI SI TA TI 

184 words

